THE FRIENDS OF READING ABBEY
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2025
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ABBEY STONES IN 35 & 37 LONDON STREET - RISC

Following its Dissolution in 1539, stones from Reading Abbey were reused in buildings
at numerous sites around Reading. During work to refurbish and restore these
buildings in the 1990s, RISC discovered large quantities of Abbey stones, some with
mason’s marks, built into the basement and into the wall between Nos. 35 and 37.

Identified as originally quarried at Taynton in Oxfordshire, the stones were used in the
construction of this building in the late 16th or early 17th century. The basement
stones are still in place, while others were used to build an arcade in ‘The Stones
Room’ and the counter at the front of No. 35, with free-standing stones laid in the

roof garden.
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